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When he answered yes, the men pummeled de Aryan and then tossed him in the bay. Dripping 
wet, de Aryan marched to the local police station and filed charges. 
 
But de Aryan’s diatribes against organized labor paled in comparison to his published views on 
Jews. Always denying he was anti-Semitic, de Aryan claimed that his critics were “ignorant and 
narrow-minded people.”  “I stand with the Truth” became his mantra. 
 
De Aryan’s “truth” revealed that Jews were “conspirators” who were driving the world to war in 
order to “plunder their dupes.” He decried the “bloody exploitation carried on by International 
Jewish Bankers.” 
 
In September 1940, after most of Europe had fallen to Nazi Germany, de Aryan wrote: “the Jews 
are scuttling like cockroaches out of Europe. Their international bankers and wholesale 
murderers and betrayers of France are safely esconded in New York and Canada; thousands of 
other Jewish refugees are taking jobs from American employees. De Aryan added, “Still I do not 
hate them because it is against my religion.” 
 
His confrontational views drew the attention of the California Senate’s Un-American Activities 
Committee in April 1942. Testifying in Los Angeles, de Aryan proudly told the committee he 
had pursued an active anti-Communist policy in The Broom from “practically the first issue.” 
Because of this, he claimed, the Communists were after him and even threatened him on the 
telephone. Fortunately, he could identify the Reds on the telephone, explaining to the committee 
that all Communists have a “guttural sound” in their voices. Examining de Aryan’s testimony, a 
government attorney concluded that the publisher was a paranoid “crack pot” who would 
probably savor prosecution for the sake of publicity.  
 
That summer, as de Aryan prepared to run as a Republican candidate for Congress, a federal 
indictment for sedition was served by a telegraphic warrant from Los Angeles. De Aryan was 
booked into San Diego County jail. Blaming his arrest on the C.I.O. and Communists, de Aryan 
began a short-lived hunger strike but continued to publish his newspaper with the aid of friends 
and a sympathetic printer. 
 
He was released after several weeks, but a new indictment brought de Aryan and twenty-seven 
other suspected Nazi sympathizers to Washington D.C. where they went on trial in April 1944; 
all were charged by Attorney General Francis Biddle with conspiracy to break down the morale 
of the U.S. military.  
 
De Aryan’s fellow defendants in the “Great Sedition Trial” included several well-known 
American fascists such as William Dudley Pelley, Lawrence Dennis, and Robert Noble. The 
dissidents all opposed the war and shared a loathing of organized labor, Jews, communism, and 
President Roosevelt. A reporter noted: “Seldom have so many wild-eyed, jumpy lunatic fringe 
characters been assembled in one spot, within speaking, winking, and whispering distance of one 
another.” 
 
The indictments of the American “fascists” were popular with the public but with no evidence to 
support charges that they had aided the enemy the trial was a fiasco for the government. The 
defendants were unruly in court and alternately “moaned, groaned, laughed aloud, cheered and 
clamored” and on one occasion, wore Halloween masks. The case was never submitted to the 
jury and was finally dismissed in December 1945—seven months after the war ended in Europe. 
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De Aryan returned to San Diego and continued publication of The Broom. He drew public 
attention again in 1952 with a lawsuit to block fluoridation of the water system in San Diego. His 
suit failed but voters would ultimately reject the water treatment plan. With lessening fanfare, de 
Aryan continued weekly publication of his newspaper until his death on December 13, 1965 at 
age 79.  
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Originally published as “ANTI-SEMITIC PUBLISHER MADE A NAME IN SAN DIEGO C. 
Leon de Aryan's 'The Broom' lashed out at Jews, FDR, unions and Communists,” by Richard 
Crawford, in the San Diego Union-Tribune, June 2, 2011 


